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able to it. No change in the schedule of the customs charges shall be
made except with the approval of the Financial Commission.
The Governments of France, Great Britain and Italy will decide,
by a majority and after consulting the bondholders, whether the council
should be maintained or replaced by the Financial Commission on the
expiry of the present term of the council. The decision of the Govern-
ments shall be taken at least sk months before the date corresponding
to the expiry of this period.
article 260—The legislative measures required in order to give
effect to the provisions of this part will be enacted by the Turkish
Government and by the powers concerned within a period which must
not exceed six months from the signature of the present treaty.
No. 23.   The Tripartite Agreement.
August 10, 1920.
SIGNED at Sevres at the same time as the Turkish Peace Treaty
(Select Document 22) and cannot be considered separately from it.
REFERENCE.—<?reaf Britain foreign office, cmd. 963 (Treaty
Series No. 12), 1920.
The British, French and Italian Governments, respectively repre-
sented by the undersigned Plenipotentiaries,
Being anxious to help Turkey, to develop her resources, and to avoid
the international rivalries which have obstructed these objects in the
past,
Being desirous to meet the request of the Turkish Government that
it should receive the necessary assistance in the reorganization of the
administration of justice, the finances, the gendarmerie and the police,
in the protection of religious, racial and linguistic minorities and
in the economic development of the country,
Considering that the autonomy or eventual independence of Kur-
distan has been recognised by them, and that it is desirable, with a
view to facilitating the development of that country and the provision
of any assistance which may be required in its administration, to avoid
international rivalries in such matters,
Recognising the respective special interests of Italy in Southern
Anatolia and of France in Cilicia and the western part of Kurdistan
bordering on Syria, up to Jezireh-ibn-Omar, as these areas are here-
after defined,
Have agreed upon the following provisions:
article 1.
There shall be perfect equality in Turkey between the Contracting
Powers in the composition of all international Commissions, whether
existing or to be established (including the different services dependent
thereon) charged with the reorganisation and supervision in a manner
consistent with the independence of the country of the different public
services (judicial and financial administrations, gendarmerie and police)
and of insuring the protection of racial, religious and linguistic
minorities.

